
St Mary’s Catholic Church Nairn  SC005122 

Minutes for the Pastoral Council Meeting held on 10th September 2019 

 

Present:  Father Damian, George Lavery, John Dolan, Phil Mc Bride, Marie 

Cruickshank, Patricia Robertson,   Elaine McDonald, Elaine de St  Croix, Gigi 

Lucas, Mary collier 

Apologies: Robert McPherson 

Minutes:  minutes of last  meeting were approved by Phil and seconded by 

Elaine de St Croix 

Matters arising: 

Approval of the February meeting were approved by  Patricia and seconded by 

Marie .(  These approvals were not noted in the previous minutes.) 

The fund raising concert held at Pluscaden in May, raised £ 1,200.00.   

Our thanks to Patricia for organising this. 

Barbecue held in August made a small loss.  Costs  £ 268, money received  

£ 241.00.   Our thanks to Marie for organising this. 

The suggestion of a public showing of the video of “Songs of Praise”, has been 

dropped after discussion. 

Renovations for the Hall:   Father Damian, John and Patricia have had a 

meeting, as the subcommittee for the hall. This will be a long process and 

probably quite slow due to the costs. Details of plans were given out. The one 

estimate so far, comes in at £ 15,000.00, with the toilet area alone costing         

£ 4,300.00.. We are awaiting another estimate. 

After much discussion it was decided that  a new toilet area, that conforms to 

the regulations, was the priority. 

The question of confidentiality was raised. This has come about because when 

the Foodbank is held in the Hall, there have apparently been odd remarks 



made, when others working in the church, such as cleaners /gardeners, have 

entered the hall to use the toilet. 

The committee discussed this and Father Damian has asked that someone 

from the Foodbank, should contact him to discuss exactly what, if any 

problems  there are.   JOHN to ORGANISE  THIS. 

Financial Report: We have a balance of £ 28.000.00 at the bank, but some of 

this money is  restricted. The plans in place for toilet and window and various 

other projects, means that we only have £ 21,500.00 as spare money. 

We are also waiting to  find out how much the levy for the Diocese will be. 

We hope to have an update    by the end of the month. Then the accounts 

spreadsheet will be put at the back of the church. 

Safeguarding: These measures are already being put in place. It was 

highlighted at the Masses last week. There are 17 people waiting to be 

updated.       Steven Dumphy,from Inverness, is coming on 22nd September to 

start the training. Father Damian attended training for the Clergy last week.  All 

Eucharistic Ministers must be PGVd.  Nobody must be used in any situation, 

without having the Official Papers filled in. Father Damian will keep control of 

this both for the parishioners and the Church. 

Father Damian wishes to thanks Beth Maybery for her help with this work. 

Confirmation:  Bishop Hugh is coming and this will be held on Sunday 17th 

November. There are 7 children for Confirmation. It is hoped that there will be 

tea/coffee/ cakes etc in the Hall afterwards and that the parishioners as well as 

families will attend. 

Coffee Morning: This will be on 7th December, 10am-12noon.  The committee  

will have a short meeting after Mass, one Sunday morning nearer the time to 

make arrangements. 

AOCB:  The fridge in the Hall has stopped working. We discussed a 

replacement and Marie is to organise. 

Shed in the grounds needs to be removed so the there would be more room 

for car parking. 



Ideas for fund raising were discussed, but nothing positive decided. 

Father Damian suggested he might do a sponsored run next year. 

Marie stated that when functions were on, she really needs young fitter men 

to help with moving tables etc. Perhaps this could be announced occasionally 

at mass, or put on the news sheet. Alternatively George could say a few words, 

about this after Mass.  George to choose his date. 

John  recently had contact with the foodbank.  They have asked for a larger 

notice board, so that they can pin up notices.  We agreed to this as these 

boards are cheap to buy.  Father Damian is keen to meet and discuss any 

problems with them. 

The food bank have their own accident book, but we thought we should have 

one for the Hall as well.  

Phil discussed the insurance aspect of people using the hall. Any volunteers in 

the Hall should be approved by Father Damian and must sign forms. 

 

Next meeting        10th December 2019 


