
St Mary’s Catholic Church Nairn   SC005122 

 

Pastoral Council Meeting Tuesday 19th February 2019 

 

Present:   Father Damian,  George Lavery,  Patricia Robertson,  Marie 

Cruickshank,  Phil McBride,  Elaine MacDonald,  Elaine de Ste Croix , 

John Dolan,  Mary Collier,  Gigi Lucas,   

Apologies:  Robert MacPherson 

 

Minutes of the last meeting:   Approved by Patricia  seconded by Marie. 

Matters arising 

Coffee morning:   Held in December  This raised £ 835.00, of which £ 493.00 

came from the raffle. 

Arrangements for the String Quartet :  This is to happen on25th May 2019  at 

3.30pm at Pluscarden Abbey.  The Moray string Quartet will play a selection of 

music.  Patricia is to co-ordinate. 

The monks will supply tea, coffee, sugar and milk.  We will supply homemade 

cakes and biscuits. All to be served in the cloisters during the interval. 

We will need a number of people to help setting out chairs before and after 

and also people to serve the tea and coffees. 

There will be a retiring collection at the doors as people leave, for the church 

Hall Renovation Fund.  4 people needed for this task. 

We need to give bouquets of flowers to the male players and a present ( not 

flowers) to the female.  It was suggested that some of the parishioners could 

make up the flowers, as an alternative to buying from the florist. 

Patricia showed us a sample poster, that will need to be distributed around the 

area. 



Money for Covas:  This has now been distributed  £ 500.00 to Covas, together 

with  £700.00 to The Womans Aid and £ 200.00 to Lepra. 

This money came from a combination of Father Damian’s marathon and 

money left over, in the parish funds, earmarked for charity. 

Plans for renovations in the Church Hall:  Father Damian told us that he has 

had a visit from the Health and Safety representative for the Aberdeen 

Diocese.     Within the Church itself we have to replace all the fire extinguishers 

and we need to appoint our own health and Safety officer.   They will send a 

list of other requirements. 

  However the other major problem is that the toilet in the church hall,  is not  

a disabled toilet. It therefore does not comply with the rules.  

Father Damian gave a long list of renovations that need attention.  He has had 

one quote of  £15,000.00, and intends to get at least two more quotes. 

The possibility of asking for grants was discussed, particularly as the hall is used 

as the Foodbank for Nairn. 

 

Finance:    Actual cash balance at 31January is £ 17,155  

Of this balance   £ 500.00      is committed for garden improvements and 

 £ 800.00 is restricted for church hall improvements.  Therefore, the free fund 

available for general use is        £ 15,855.00 

Phil has investigated the reasons for the increase in our Levy  and Clergy 

support to the Diocese. Basically it is based on our Parish offertory collections  

income in the previous  financial year.  As our income in Nairn from the 

offertory collections  has increased and the Diocesan income has gone down, 

we have had our Levy increased. 

Our payment for the financial year ended March 19 will be £ 9924.00 .   

 

 



AOB:   

George is planning to run his Quiz night on 3rd May 2019. 

He is also planning to run his Race night       in October 

 Beth , a parishioner,  has said that she has a DVD of The Songs Of Praise                     

TV programme , which was held at St Mary’s in 2001.  She has suggested that it 

could be shown at the little theatre, to raise money.   Marie to  discuss and co-

ordinate this with her. 

Elaine suggested that we     could have a Stovies and Ceilidh night  on St 

Andrews night, to raise money. 

The Barbecue will be held on the last weekend of August, together with the 

Cemetery visit on the Sunday. 

 

Father Damian confirmed that Parents involved in the Catechism class do not 

have to have  PVG if their own children are attending. The main leader Robert 

does have PVG. 

George discussed the forthcoming SVDP deanery meeting to be held on 30th 

March.  

 

Date of next meeting   14th May 2019 at 7.30pm 

 


