
   
 

   
 

St Mary’s Pastoral Council Meeting. 

11TH JUNE 2025  

 Minutes:    

Members present. Father Domenico, John, Mary, Steve, Gigi, Mags, Sharon, Gary, 
Chloe. 

Apologies. Walter, Phil and Marie. 

Minutes of last meeting approved by Mags and seconded by Sharon. 

 Matters arising. 

Flower room.  John brought a joiner, David Bushel, to give us an estimate for 
refurbishment. Anne-Marie and Gigi also attended the meeting.  The joiner will send an 
estimate to John. He is likely to be able to do the work before the end of this year. 

 Mags asked about the benches for the garden. Steve says that the first will be finished 
and installed by the end of this month. The 2nd will be ready probably mid-August. 

First Aid Training: Walter was not at the meeting so he couldn’t contribute. Sharon 
stated that the person she had in mind to ask is unable to help. Mags knows someone 
who may help. She will email him. 

We had a long discussion about this and decided that in the meantime until we can get 
people trained,  and with certificates, we would remove the list from the back of the 
church. 

Sanctuary Report:  After discussions with the diocese, Father Domenico has decided 
that we will have Ingram Builders, quote £ 8,788.00, inclusive of VAT. 

The crack on the side wall of the Sanctuary has been quoted at  £ 2,844.00. Work will 
start in August/September, plus there will be extra for the redecoration. 

It was also suggested that we get a quote for redecoration of the whole church. 

Financial report: 

31/05/25  Balance at Bank         = £ 87,000. 00 

Contributions: Fashion show    = £   4,160 .00 

                          St Patrick’s night    = £        371.00 

                                Small gift              = £    2,000.00 

The accounts for 24/25 have been submitted and we should receive gift aid of   
£ 6,000.00 



   
 

   
 

The concert on last Sunday evening raised £ 1,315.00 in donation plus another £ 200.00 
from a funeral director.  This will be divided between three different charities:  

our parish, the local schools’ breakfast clubs, and the Bonus club. We do not know in 
what proportions it will be divided. 

Thankyou 

We wish to say thank you to all the people, in particular to Marie, Sandy and Thomas, 
who worked so hard to organise these fundraisers. 

PVG:   PVG Certification lasts 5 years, then needs to be renewed. Mags says that 
everyone in the parish who holds these certificates are still within their dates. There are 
22 people she is aware of. She will contact these people and ask if they wish to 
continue at the appropriate time. There may be others, who visit old or sick people at 
home that she is not aware of. If you see someone at home, in the capacity of 
representing the Church, then you should inform you your safeguarding officer.  If you 
do not have one, then see Mags. 

There are two levels of certification. One for Vulnerable adults, 16yr and over. The 
second level is for minors, up to 16yrs. 

Plants for the garden: Gigi does not need plants at the moment, but will let us know 
when she does. We discussed the garden in general Father Domenico spoke about the 
plants on the Arch over the Statue at the front of the church. The present plants do not 
seem to be thriving. He asked if we could consider having roses instead.  Gigi thinks 
roses would grow more easily in that position. 

We also discussed the area to the left of the front door and wondered if that would look 
better with a few tubs and colourful plants, instead of the statues.  

Gigi also mentioned that we were given £ 565.00 for Christmas Flowers and £200+ for 
Easter flowers.  She feels that this money was far more than we needed and we should 
not ask for any further collections until we have used this amount. 

Pilgimage to Pluscarden:  John wondered if we could arrange lifts, to help anyone 
without transport to go to Pluscarden. Father to add this to the Sunday bulletin. There 
was further discussion about hiring a minibus.  John will enquire from the community 
centre minibus. 

Christmas Fair: This is booked for November 22nd 2025 

We have decided to rename it as ST MARY’S WINTER FAIR 

Last year we nominated people into roles for each task and this seemed to work well. At 
the next meeting in September we will sort out details. 

St. Mary’s Christmas lunch: 



   
 

   
 

 Marie has booked the Classroom restaurant for the meal. A discussion was held, and it 
was agreed that as this was a church activity, it should be open to all parishioners. 

AOCB: John discussed the front door of the Church, which tends to blow open in the 
winter.  It may well need a new lock. John will speak to a joiner. 

  

The Notice board 

 outside the church need to be renewed. Mags to organise. 

The blinds in the hall are damaged and need replacement. Mags and Sharon to 
organise. 

Gigi would like some keys for the church.  This was agreed. 

Advertising :    both Chloe and Marie thought we should advertise in the local press our 
mass times. Chloe to look into this. 

 

Date of next meeting     August 20th 2025, at 7pm 


